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cans, I have called Prime Minister Rabin and
Chairman Arafat to congratulate them for
this accomplishment. I expressed my high re-
gard for Prime Minister Rabin’s courageous
leadership and stressed to Chairman Arafat
the importance of moving without hesitation
to make this agreement a reality. I also tele-
phoned yesterday and again today President
Mubarak to underscore our gratitude and ap-
preciation for the key role he played in mak-
ing this historic step forward possible.

Now the focus must be on implementing
the Declaration of Principles in as rapid and
successful a manner as possible. The process
of transforming the situation on the ground
for the better must begin. The promise of
a new future of hope for Israelis and Palestin-
ians alike must now be realized. I assured
Prime Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat
that the United States would do everything
possible to help make this happen.

Building on the progress achieved today
and our ongoing discussions with parties in
the region, I am hopeful that this can be the
year of breakthrough to a lasting and com-
prehensive peace for all the peoples of the
Middle East.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the District of
Columbia Budget

May 4, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the District of Colum-

bia Self-Government and Governmental Re-
organization Act, I am transmitting the Dis-
trict of Columbia Government’s 1995 budget
request and 1994 revised budget request.

The District of Columbia Government has
submitted a 1995 budget request for $3,409
million in 1995 that includes a Federal pay-
ment of $674 million, the amount authorized
and requested by the Mayor and the City
Council. The 1995 Federal payment level
proposed in my fiscal year 1995 budget of
$670 million is also included in the District’s
1995 budget as an alternative level. My trans-
mittal of the District’s budget, as required
by law, does not represent an endorsement
of its contents.

I look forward to working with the Con-
gress throughout the 1995 appropriation
process.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 4, 1994.

Remarks at the Andrew W. Mellon
Dinner
May 4, 1994

Thank you very much, Mrs. Stevenson,
Mr. Smith, members of the Mellon family,
distinguished Justices of the Supreme Court,
Members of Congress, Secretary Riley, Mr.
and Mrs. Powell. To the many patrons of the
arts and supporters of education who are
here, it is an honor for Hillary and for me
to be here at this special event at this won-
derful, special building, truly our national
monument to art.

It’s a pleasure to be among so many of
you who have done so much to support our
country’s cultural heritage. Without our Na-
tion’s magnificent tradition of philanthropy,
Americans from all walks of life would never
have the chance to enjoy art and culture, to
find true education.

I first came here as a young student at
Georgetown. Then, when I was in my
twenties, after I had left school, I came to
this gallery almost every time I came back
to Washington. When Hillary and I met in
law school and came from time to time to
Washington, we would come to the National
Gallery. Later when I was a Governor and
came here only for stuffy old meetings, on
occasion I would sneak away from wherever
we were supposed to be convening and come
here and look at these pictures and think I
would never do anything remotely as impor-
tant as paint some of the things that hang
on these walls.

For all of you who have given, I thank you.
The spirit of giving really creates America’s
sense of common bond, our sense of commu-
nity. I want to especially thank the members
of the Mellon family and other patrons of
this gallery. Andrew Mellon somehow knew
that throughout the ages, art could make a
difference in the lives of people and nations.
Thankfully, that was a gift he passed along
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